This is a very comprehensive review of the present state of knowledge of the investigation and treatment, medical, surgical and radiotherapeutic, of these lesions. It is good to have chapters on physiology and ophthalmology contributed by specialists in these fields, though this necessarily leads to a certain amount of duplication of information. The radiological aspects are very fully dealt with and are most clearly and beautifully illustrated, whilst the surgical section is a model of clarity.
The book is superbly produced and the illustrations are of fine quality. No Press 1976 This book records the proceedings of a Serono symposium held in Florence. The date of the meeting is not given, but judging by the dates of publication cited, it was presumably in 1975. The work reported is, therefore, for the most part though not entirely up to date. Inevitably the quality and importance of the various contributions is uneven and the appeal of the two main sections, on basic anatomy of ovarian follicles and physiology, and on clinical studies of ovulation induction, is essentially to two different classes of reader. Among the more outstanding topics in the first section are ovarian follicle development, follicular control of o6cyte maturation, the intraovarian control of o6genesis, the possibility of defective embryogenesis due to defects in storage substances in the egg, and hormone-receptor interactions in follicle and corpus luteum development.
The second section deals extensively with the assessment of failure of ovulation and its treatment, by clomiphene, alone and combined with other agents including cestrogens, chorionic gonadotrophin, human menopausal gonadotrophin and gonadotrophin-releasing hormone; by HMG and releasing hormone and with a long-acting releasing hormone preparation. Only one brief report deals with bromocriptinewhich certainly dates the book in this respect.
As always with this type of publication, it is best read while still at least warm off the press. This small book contains a wealth of concisely presented information, particularly in the early chapters on anatomy and physiology, and the ovary and sexual development. Thereafter, the author's interpretation of ovarian gynecology is very liberal and many aspects of gynlecology are in fact covered in other sections. The material presented is more relevant for postgraduate students and for the specialist.
Several useful surgical points are dealt with in considerable detail, but readers with a more medical approach would undoubtedly have preferred more details regarding modern intensive endocrinological investigations. The author's views on the climacteric are similar to those shared by the majority of British gynmcologists at the present time, rather than the enthusiast for hormone replacement therapy.
The chapter on ovarian tumours in pregnancy is by itself an outstanding contribution and is based on unpublished work of the late Mr Frank Stabler of Newcastle.
Personally I feel that the author's liberal interpretation of ovarian gynecology adds to the book's quality rather than the reverse. Overall, I believe that this will be considered a welcome addition for the gynecologist, or potential gynaecologist. The volume of printed matter on the menopause has expanded exponentially over the past twelve months. This popularity is partly the consequence of a greater awareness by the population at risk,
